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of their parents. These children he sent to wait upon his queen.
Pet^r Ma nine, one of his worst agents, being despatched to the
lord de Braose, to demand the surrender of his children, the
mother, wlio knew Peter had aided the kinc? in the murder of
Arthur, exclaimed that " She would not give up her little ones to
a man who had killed his own nephew.15 Peter reported this
speech to Ids master, who hud the lady, her husband, and five
children seized, and starved to death in the dungeons of old
Windsor castle.

Whether for safety or punishment, Isabella passed most of her
time confined at Gloucester; just before the birth of her second
daughter Eleanora, she inherited the province of Angoumois
at the death of her father, in 1213; then she was in high favour
with her evil lord, and accompanied him, to Aquitaine. Here
they found that the whole dukedom was in the greatest danger,
owing to the enmity of count Hugh, who having inherited Ms
father's power, had oveiTtm southern Poitou and Isabella's do-
mains. There was no remedy excepting propitiating lifm, by
giving him for his future wife the princess royal, Joanna, eldest
daughter of king John and queen Isabella, a beautiful child of
seven years old. She was surrendered to Hugh, and placed for
education in the castle from whence John had stolen the mother.
Greatly elated with the settlement of his continental affairs, John
returned with his queen to England. He was at that'time under
interdict from the pope on account of his non-payment of queen
Berengaria's dower; but he expended the large sums his queen
had inherited in hiring the most atrocious mercenary soldiers
he could find on the continent. "With these he made a terrible
progress through England, October 2nd, 1214 to overcome his
barons, who were insurgent for the renewal of Magna Charta. He
was i*eported to take the greatest pleasure in firing the house in
the morning that had sheltered "him over night. Nevertheless he
lost power daily. At last he was forced to grant the same charter
his ancestor Henry I. and his father Henry II. had agreed to, -with
many additions most unwelcome to Mm. This was done at Bunny-
mede, near Windsor, in the summer of 1215. Of course he broke
Ms own laws directly he made them. On a report that the pope
meant to grant his kingdom to France, he patched up a pacifica-
tion with him, surrendering his royal power into the pope's
hands, who threw his influence into the scale against the barons,
and forbade Louis, the heir of France, to accept the donation they
had made him of John's dominions. England was in woeful
straits, between the danger of subjugation to^he crown of France
or to the pope. John chose the mischief that was the least tan-